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of the papers marked T. But he had, at this time, written only one number1; and besides, even at any after period, he might have used the same expression, considering it as a point of honour not to own them; for Mrs. Williams told me that, ' as he had given those Essays to Dr. Bathurst, who sold them at two guineas each, he never would own them; nay, he used to say he did not write them : but the fact was, that he dictated them, while Bathurst wrote.' I read to him Mrs. Williams's account; he smiled, and said nothing2.
I am not quite satisfied with the casuistry by which the productions of one person are thus passed upon the world for the productions of another. I allow that not only knowledge, but powers and qualities of mind may be communicated; but the actual effect of individual exertion never can be transferred, with truth, to any other than its own original cause. One person's child may be made the child of another person by adoption, as among the Romans, or by the ancient Jewish mode of a wife having children born to her upon her knees, by her handmaid. But these were children in a different sense from that of nature. It was clearly understood that they were not of the blood of their nominal parents. So in literary children,               <e-
an authour may give the profits and fame of his composition to               j
another man, but cannot make that other the real authour.    A               1
Highland gentleman, a younger branch of a family, once con-               \
suited me if he could not validly purchase the Chieftainship of               i
his family, from the Chief who was willing to sell it.    I told him               ;
it was impossible for him to acquire, by purchase, a right to be a               j
different person from what he really was; for that the right of
' Johnson's statement to Warton     I believe it is not wholly.    In the                   : is definite and is borne out by in-     frequency of quotations in  the first                   : ternal evidence, if internal evidence     part of it I see another, and probably can be needful when he had once     a younger author.    The passage on made   a   definite   statement.     The     the ' low drudgery of digesting die-papers signed S\Tisargyrnst the first     tionaries'   is  almost   certainly   his.                   \ of which appeared on .March 3, arc     Dr.   Bathurst,   perhaps,   wrote   the all below his style.    They were not,     Essay,  and   Johnson   corrected   it.                   ' I feel sure, written by him, and arc     Whether it was Johnson's or not, it                  ^ improperly   given    in   the    Oxford     was published after the letter to Dr. edition   of  his   works.     I   do   not     Warton was written, find in them even any traces of his        2 See post, April 25, 1778, for an hand.    The paper on Sleep, No. 39,     instance where Johnson's silence did is, I am almost sure, partly his, but     not imply assent.
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